Know Your Notes By Name

How Notes are Named:  NOTES on the piano are named after the first seven letters of the alphabet:
A – B – C – D – E – F – G

After G, the note names start again at A.  So these same notes just repeat up and down the piano.  They sound very much alike only “higher” or “lower” from each other.  The distance of eight notes is called an Octave. 

This is a keyboard with the notes and their names:
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All the white keys are called natural notes, and the black keys are sharps or flats. Sharp notes are marked by a Sharp sign (#) before the note.  A Sharp note is higher than the Natural note with the same name.  The sharp note above C is called C Sharp and is written C# and so on.

Flat notes are marked by a Flat sign ( b)  before the note.  A Flat note is lower than the natural note with the same name.  The Flat below E is called E Flat (Eb).  

You will notice that all black notes have two names.  They can either be a sharp or a flat depending upon what key the song is written in.  This is called Enharmonic which means you have the same pitch, but a different spelling.  For example, C# is enharmonic with Db  .  It is the same note, but a different name.  Notes are given different names for good reasons.  Sometimes it is easier to read and write music with Sharps.  At other times, it is easier with Flats.  

The first step in learning how to chord songs is to know your notes by name.  Take a look now at your piano or keyboard and see if you can name all the white and black notes.
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