`RULES FOR PASSING CHORDS

l. The use of substitute Dominants (or 7th chords)

This is one of the most common passing chord devices.  If you are moving from a C Chord (I) to an F Chord (IV), you can play an F#7 chord, which is a half-step above the F chord.  This half step movement is very common and can be used from the

other direction also.  It is much more interesting if you alter the passing chord to a more jazzier one, such as the b5.

- Example -

(L.H./R.H.) 

                                                      C                Dm7 – E/C  

I love you Lord

                                                              Dm7     C

And I lift my voice

F#/BbCE (F#7b5)

(Passing Chord)

                                                           F        E/C   Dm7

To wor  -  ship  You
2.  The use of diminished 7th chords.

     Diminished chords are almost always used as passing chords.  A diminished 

     7th chord is created by lowering the 3rd, the 5th and the 7th note in a chord by 

     ½ step. So a Cdim7th chord would have the notes C – Eb – Gb – A.  If you are 

     trying to decide which diminished chord to choose for your passing chord, you 

     have a good chance of being right if you choose any diminished voicing either 

    ½ step below, or ½ step above the target chord (the next chord in the music).

- Example - 

(L.H./R.H.)

                                               C/GBE  FC/GAE

                                               Cmaj7   Fmaj9       C    Dm   E/C 

Oh,        how I love Je  -  e  -  us

F#/F#ACEb

F#dim7th

(Passing Chord)

                                                         G                      G13 - GF/BE

Oh, how I love Jesus

AbF/BDF

Abdim7th

(Passing Chord)

                                                  AC#E/AbBE

                                                    Amaj9             Am       Fmaj7

Oh, how I love Je – e – sus

The F#dim7th chord was used to pass to G and Abdim7th to pass to the A chord.
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